
Corona Virus Update 11th May 2020

We understand that this has been, and continues to be, an incredibly 
tough time for everyone. In these circumstances, it’s natural that we 
all feel the desire to start MBO activities again and to enjoy the 
freedom of the countryside.

British Mountain Bike Orienteering is continuing to monitor the situation in the hope that 
we can resume activities as soon as it is safe and legal to do so. 

BMBO will take its lead from the guidance issued by the relevant government authorities. 
The statement from Boris Johnson on 10th May, whilst encouraging more exercise and 
allowing some travel by car, still did not permit ‘mass gathering’. Social distancing still 
has to be observed. Many of the venues such as pubs and halls that are used to host our 
events are not yet able to reopen for this reason.

We must remember that our activities often rely on the goodwill of landowners. Many 
farmers etc are complaining about the number of people using footpaths and bridleways 
as there is a fear of spreading the virus on gates etc. We must be wary of starting up 
again too soon to avoid alienating them. Clearly some areas are more sensitive than 
others. 

It is also noted that the devolved governments of Wales and Scotland are now giving 
different guidance from that of the UK Government. We do not yet know what form the 
release of lockdown will take, but it may vary between different nations or regions of the 
UK.

With all of this in mind, we have decided that the time is not yet right to restart BMBO 
events. We also understand that the situation can change, so we will continue to monitor 
the advice given by the government in the hope that we can resume at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

In the meantime, all online entries for all events have been refunded. If you believe you 
have been missed out, please contact John Houlihan with your BMBO number, Date of 
event and rider/riders affected. John Houlihan  secretary(at)bmbo.org.uk.

We would like to thank every one of our clubs and members for your support, and we 
look forward to welcoming you back to the sport soon. In the meantime, stay fit, stay 
safe.
Tony Brand-Barker
Chairman BMBO.
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